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: ' Priefing Background No‘m" 5-28L43
: /3 Dot G £
1. Circumsltonces swrounamu deliveries of wilitary shipments Dy tWo
Corzmnist C’nin.ese ships at Sihanou}:\‘rilla vetween 20-25 Auzust 1958 are
syl ;.‘.J.OU.,, but provice n‘o Pirm evidence thet all or part oOf
were destined for Cou uni:stf::or::e:‘s in South Viginom.
’ : 2. Thet im o%“:mt guentitlies of exms and exranition are moved to the

Corrmnist forces in the .Jouuhcrn part of South Vietnam throush Cambodia is
‘no longer in guestion. We still do not know,. however, 1L this materiel

iz (1) brought into Cexbodia warough the port of Sihanoukville, zud, 1ii s0,

vhether “he supplies erc destined L.J..‘.x.C"C:l" for the Co:mu‘ ists or smuggled

~ o along undéveloped orees

from Combodien militery stocks, (2) sm

~ I‘ihwn-.,\;:..' ~

o -
iz sbill for from coaclusive. )
.

3. Dvidence of illlelt aras movenents across the Cambo n border Lo

Commnist Torces south of the liskong continues Lo wount, however.

monitions for Coimmmanist forces o‘“‘m of tha Mckoag moves fron

the borior gren.  This contrasts with the bosic noreil « soulti Wove-

nent of Co arms north of the Mekons. fhe north -~ souch flow doon Do
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appear ©o extend ag fer south s the lskoaz, althoush the movement of {he

small deily requirements of Commnist Forces south of the ¥ekony Tox ramibtichis e

"

less than 3 tons per doy -- would be Aifficuit Lo detect
3

G

S b le: vell«'c"*abl).gncd Vied 5@ Cu.nnm.lwi, -a:mrorlr.,)supply routes
- 4

Py

‘through Lacs has been significently cxpended and iwproved, particularly since

the third quarter of 1967. Thera is no evidence thet the Commualst supply

————ee

exr level of. requirements noted this

system has been unadble to mzed

year, although some minor and tenporary distribution probletws havc cecaslon

develoned, and supply losses due to Allicd actions have causcd amanition

5. Despite the adequa

o]

- ake Y

nists undouvtedly would bel

in the distan to be provi

ent lower IV Corps arca by sea,

supplemcentary cuantit Ly this route. Becouse opor

considerad i
Caanl r.!- Lo

leve that these arws rd lended within Cavbhodia.

ally

Yy of thelr loglsiic systen, the Vietnamese Conrmu-

e advantoge of opportunities o suoply their Torcas

largely effective in sealing off Vietnumese cosstal waters s ¥We be-

6. Ve s%1ll sce no conclusive evidence of high-level official Carbodiay

collusion in the delivery of muaitions 4o Commy st forces in South Vietn

—

@

Oa the contrary, Sihonouk oppears to b thot nis Forces talke all

neeessary steps to protect Cawbodials bordcrs against Yorcign Yorces, whom
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dence among notive cioments.  In the 0ast six
between Combodionm and Vietnonese Cuu_-\muu TIOOnE

months, hostiie clashes

have cecurred with unusual fTreguency.
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doubt on reports that Chicom ships déliver axms to Sikanowlville Lor translior

all things considered, it appears the most likely weans ing supnlics ho
acas : 54 Lveans Ior wmoviag supnllics o
é
& 5 prry e X » 0 = )
through southeast Camdodia to Comzmnlst Forces in IV Corps south of the Melona
] ekong.
. N
—-— -
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military equipnont to Caubodis

Continuing deliverics of

‘of vhether these deliveries are over

information on guantitics and Tyoes of wi

e £ A
e Cambodiian ¥
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woodian order of batile.

doodis iz ¢
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Tne Suonly Routes for Co:mmn:ist Porces
in Scuth Vie

1. The "Ho Chi Minh Trail" condinues to be the prineipal supply route
for the external nceds of the Comamist forces in South Vietnam. - The MHort

se have been drgroving the original rood net and building new militory

"

rouds since early 1985. By Mareh 1957 ¢he Cormmmists hed developed within

Tt
the Lootian Ponhandle

I

rouad nctwork capeble of moving ot least 550 tons of
gupplies vy truelk 2ll the wey to tho borders of Sou 1 Viccnam during the dry
scason. Begluning in the lagh quarter of 1957, at the end of the monsoon season »

the Commmicst road constyuction and repalr effort was notlceably intonsificd.

2. As

0

consegience of the repairs, improvements, and extensions cow-
plated .during the 1907-68 dry seasoﬁ the estimnted wot-scacon capacity for con-;,
Linuous i:ruck wvenant as :t‘ar south as the A Shan Valley ves increased :Crom. ._430
T 300 3‘5.(:‘:‘& vons & doy. m additional 50 tono of capacity has been méxde évai).—
ovie.for movemonts along woutes leading into Guang Tn end Konbum Provinces
Throuphout t\he rajuy season vhich *‘s how Sraving to a elo;:e » constructlon workexs
have bean setive in main uain;ng the escential rombqs; :‘or the st 'LJm the
Commmists have been able 1o malatain a sigificent logistic flox into southorn
Loos duriag the wei;-scagon as ghown below:

Short Toas

Pcr D'lz
Mey Q0 - 120 ’
Juna 20 135 i
July . B 110
fogust 5 s
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3. The trend to high levels of logistics activity became apparent in
the last quoarter of 1967 at 'abgut .'the some time the enemy was mounbting pre-
parations fo; the Tet offensive. I?ui-ing the period Jamery throughout Auguct,
this yf:m:, an average of 190 short tons-a day enteréd sc;uthern Taos, of vhich
125 f-;hort_’}:o.ns vere availeble for stoclcpilﬁng in Laos for shipuent to Sou‘db-
Victnom. During 1967 an average of 90 short tons a day entered Laos, of
vhich 50 short tons ﬁvcz-e‘availabie for shipmn‘c to Sou#h Vietnan.

l_L. The net increase in Commmmist strengtia coupled with the expansioﬁ of

enemy operations has contributed to a substantial increase in Commmist resupply

]

equir?znents from external sources fn 1968. But thc‘e tonnages estimated sisove
are sufflcient to meet these requirements and also to iarovide substantial
tonnages for stoekpiling.

Ve estimate ”c.hat external requirencnts for the Commmnists in South

- - Vietnam now total. about 90 ‘tons per day. Sixty tons are food of wh'ich 35 tong
originate in Canlbodia. Tuenty Tive tons of food from Combodisn are moved,
directly across ',bhe vorder Into the rice defleit parts of South Vietnom: Ton
“ton's of_Cambo.d.ian Tood transit Laos en wroute to South Vietmm; 15 tons of‘
focd are moved from f@or’th Vie'ﬁﬁhm dircetly acrbss the DMZ into I Corps, ond
10 tone are roved from Nerth Vietnam via Incs. ‘i‘he remaining 30 tous, weapons

clothing, cquipmnent and ameandtion, translt southern Laoz en route to I > IX,

17T and northeastern IV Corps Areas,

Daily c;f.tornal‘surf_oly requirements by Corps Areas sre as follows:

.
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Shoxt Tono Por Day by Corps fres ot
Clncs of Supnly I Ir 13T pay e
Class I _i- 23,00 18,00  17.00 - - ¥ 60.C0
Classes TP and TIT . .22 2.01  2.69 1,09 f11.71'
Clago ITIX negl negl . negl | negl ‘ . nenk
Class ¥ o559 219 388 219 1685

37.8L  23.00 23.57 5.6 o 88,56
Study of suostsn"aiai gouree nmtg*ials of . all gorts leads us to the cén«
clusion thet cupplies which translt southern Lacs r;;ovc over yroeds and trail§
in South Vic’cr;.aﬁ and Cembedia ot lc:':st as for south as Svay Rieng Provincs -
. Coxbodia (The Parrot's Beak). Theve is also evidence thai the aves of the
Parroltis Bea}:\is used a5 & source of supplics for the region arcund Saigon,
and noftha:-as“éxz‘: TV Corps (u&rt‘a of the Mokeng)y We have no evidence, ho*.;'é_ez':, .
shat supplics, whileh {ransit sowthern Lavs dve sbocked or conmuned i vhe

posvion of IV Corps couthwest. of the Mekong River. The roporis we are yo-

colving currently sugpest that supplics Cor this portion of IV Corps ove eitlel

IS
\

recelved viae Cambodion texritory, or syo moved in small craft along the Come

vodinn coast en route te cossial polnts.

"
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Tronsportation Routes Supnorting VC [BVA
Actilons in XL sed IV Corng

Recent malyais of logistical transportation routes used by VC/IWA forces
rezently operating in South Vietnom Indicates that thelr selection 'by the
onery 1s based principally upon vhat type of nmaterial is to be moved. The
routes used for the transportation of rice, ia general, aye invra~-provincigl
in noture. The cxception here 'being arcas of operation, tactical anrl/or supp§rt B
which co.ula be designated as rice deficient ‘in nature. The route of movoment
of o“ol_mr material needed by snd svailsble to VC/NVA forces in RVN, foﬁe exanmple,
mpdical supplics and cloth, ia. apporently determined by areas of availabi}ity
which arc i‘or‘ all practical pUrpOses cogn‘aryﬂride. Qace material or food haé
been pr§cureci it is moved to base ayreas or cached for later movement. In the

coen of weapons, mmminition andiore lieoclly www-orionted material, hovever,

the intra-provincial nature of transportation routes must breakdowm due prine-

‘eipally Lo the lack of the availability of these materials.

v

These m:.{”cerials are principally available o VC/IWA forees operating in RV
from Horth Vietnam either directly across the IMZ or through the Laotian Pan-
hondle dowvm tb;e“Ho Cui Minh"trail. It is by this latter route “chat.mtcrinls
not avallisble to VC/NVA forces -f;n RV are moved 4o base arcas in IT and IIT
Corps am apparently to base s-lreas in IV Corps rcsughbr noxth of thc.l\iekox\.g River.
'J?l'zerc are strong Indications that enery base ercas south of' the Mckong Riv’cr
are supplicd O_’Lrectl;y ocross the -Cembod_ién border with arms and enymmition
originating from thab c'ouri‘-ory. Tho basis for this last statemont lies w sc:-w.'\-;r::i!.

Interrogation reports in vhich Lt vas stated that supplics were moved from
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couth to north along the RVH - Cambodian border in areas wall south of the .fM:onlg

C River. Furthermore, in an extensive examination of interrogation reports and

captured do;:uraex;ts extending ﬁéclc ‘to‘min.i-].f}é'{ there was not one instance where
erms ont o Vere reporved moved from north to sou‘tﬁ In the area immediately
north of the Vekong River.desplie the fact that there vere numerous regorts of
ars snd ewmo being moved from the northwestern tip of Tay Ninh Province o
Parrol's Bealk ared. ‘Ilhesé shipronts prlor to the Tet offensive through to the
present have eitvher been cached. in Western Tay Winh Province and Mau Hzhis
Province or moved south easterly :i.nt? Long An Prox.rince +to support ‘gni'bs sou'thv

and southvest of Salgen vhose major erca of responsidility appears to be the

- Salgon arca.: . Loy

Enery wiits north and east of ‘Sailgon appear to be supporied through

castern Binh Long Province end all of Fhouc Loag Province as administered by

Rear Services Group 86.

Furthermore, Base Avea ThO, in Cambodia, Just cast of Duc

“iap in Quang.Duc Provines, has long been o major source of armg and amao,

expecially prior to and during the Tet offensive. This base avea is belicved

~—

. 2 .
o be supported by Base Avea TOY in Cexbodia just west of Pleilm&rovincs}

. b
strongly bolieves thet this Bace Avea (70/) han been o major transshipm:nd

arca for sometime and even wore 0 lately due to the recent cowplebion of &

>

road cxtending from the Tri~Border arca to Buse Area TO£. This base arca is

also belicved Lo support 'VC/IWA operations in wvestern IT Corps.
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In swimation, 1t appears that, due to the confirmed morth ~ soubth moveront
Lo the Lri-Dorder arca €0 -the Parrel's Resk aves, IL and ILI Corps sre supplied
vith erms and mumo from North Vietnam and areas in southern IV Corps ere cupplicd

via Ca:‘.-ﬁsocli&.vith meterdals origlnating or transiting in Cambodia. However, two

’

fxportant qualifications mast be wade:

1. This north - south movement should not be construed to completely
elininate the a:ld-lﬁion of arms and aomo into the pipeline from
Cambodian goureas. There have been many rc;po:rté , albelt uncon-
firmed, of truck sh.ipment_s of ammo to areas in northern Pauoc
Long Province vhile there have becn no confirmed truck movements |

w
from Base Area T0M {vest of Plcilm) +0o Base Ama WO (west of
Due Lep). o

2 The -axms and amuo requircement of cnexmy forces in the arces wilch

 are reportedly aupplied from Cgmboclia south of the Mckong River

ob, ot the wosi; on-the order of 3 chord Sous per day.
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Commnist Yosistical Requiremmnta
(o =S
in South Vietnam

VA and VC xeguiar and administrative support forces in South Vietnam

currently requ:'\:re on the order of 290 tong of su;xpliés per day, with‘ about

90 tons of this tmount = roughly 30 percent -~ obtained from external sources.
(Bee Table I). I Cor:ps‘and 1O Corps sccount :t‘ér about 69 percent of the ﬁo‘tal
éaily Commmnist external Tesupply requirements. External supplies comprisze
a"qout 25 percent of fhe total daily foc;d supply requirement, 30 percent of the
Clsss IT end IV- requi;-emnt (:weapcns %nd eqt;ipment) » and 85 percent of the
ammuniticn supply requirement. |

’

Material Tosses

Haterial losses suffered by Commmist forces in South Vietnam Quring the |
third qﬁarter of' 1958 have been at '.}evels higher thsn the uerterly averase for

the first six months of 1958. Monthly losses of food, émmniticn, and weapons

have increcased from an average of 632 tons & wonth in January - June 1988, to

TOO tone a wonth during the third guarter. Losses of weapons and food deciined

. 81lightly in the third Quarter, dbut there was g sigaificant increase in arrmanie

tion losses. Vhereas Commamist exmmnition losses totalled about &2 tons a month
during the first six months of the year, smmmnition losses during the thixa

quarter have averaped 183 tons per month, an increase of 123 percent.

Losses by C’or}oé Area . 4
HMaterial logses during .the third quarter of 1968 were unevenly @istributed

by Corps arca.  The major share of supply losces contlmue to occur in the I

Corps ond ITX Corpa ar;as » accounting for about 86 percent of total encmy

2upply tesses.  (Sce Table IX). The heavy loss of tupplies in these arcag

A\
\
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’
refleets the relatively higher levels of combat which have been taking place in
these tvo Corps aress. I Corps and XXT Corps account for 88 perceut of Cormmie
nist Tood losses, €6 percent of ammmnition losses, (with some €2 percent of
rent losses.

Logistic Trmact of Material Tosses

?

Total encuy Josses of supplies in South Vietnam sccounted for gbout 26

‘ ’ \

percent of thelr estimated dailly external requirement for supplies during the .
“ s ) '

third quarter of 1968. A comparison of enemy losses and raquirements by Corps
area suggests that the logistie fmpact may be relatively Bevere in some reas..
Enemy forces in the I C‘of:ps axrea are muach closer to the supply bases in Northk
Vietnan and are thrrefore in a betiér positlion to rc_aplenish weapone and anmmye

s

LZon supplies than are forces in tho III Corps arcs. 'Conversel'y units in

RS

the IIX Corps area can replace lost stocks of food more easily than can encmy'
forces located in some of the rice deficlt areas of I Corps, but have greater

~difficulty -in replacing weapons and anmmitlion losses.®

Impact on Combat Bffectivencss

Substantial losses of essentlal combat equipment expecially émunition -
supplies during the third quarter have contributed to a Alsruption of mauy
plamned military opsrations » and have aggravated the Viet Cong and Noxth Viet-
narese problems of nn‘xmmition resupply and internal distribu‘cion.‘ Communi. st

battalion-sized initlated attacks have declined roughly 50 percent on o wamthly

“* DRiece doficit arcas of IIT Corps can easily be supplicd from Cembodia. It
is more difficult to supply the rice deficit arcas of I Corps via Laos oy
acrozc the LMz, -

Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP82S00205R000100140034-2
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average during the third quarter compared €o the first six months of this year.
Weapons losses, which show & close correlation with NVA/VC combat deaths and
levels of VC/NVA militery actions, however, have declined markedly in the past
. L
three months. The cogparatively lov level of actions initiated recently by
the Viet Cong or North Vietnamese can be attributed at lesst in some measure %o

Allied success in uncovering and destroying encmy caches of cssential war

material., Ammmition shortages must continue to,iﬁpede Viet Cong and Noxth

. " 25X1
Vietnamese initiative Iin certain arcas.

The substantial reduction ih the volune of

" Commmist small arms and crew-served ammmnition expenditures in the past few

wonths may in large part be attribﬁted o the losses of ammmition, but the

enemy's expenditure rate could 2iso be attributed to hls strategy, intenticns,

ete. Enemy small arms ammmition expenditures in July sad Mgust averaged 48

[y

ions 2 month’ in January thru June period; crew-servedlammunition expénditures
also dropped noticeable dﬁripg July end August.

The cumnlativé impact of these gupply lossés have made it increasingly
Aifficult for Commmist forces _to ﬁount sustained ullitary offgnsives against
Allied forces. Allled spoiling operations ha&e prcbaply been.ﬁhe prinelpal “
problen for the enermy in I Corps. Critical food sportageg, due in part to
AYlied rice deniai opcrations, céntinue to'inhibit enemy forces in the noxthery

provinces. In IIX Corps, Allied penatration of forward end ree eneny staning

arcas haz resulied in the capture of lorge avounts of mumitions, focdstuffs,
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and other supplies cssentlal to Communist conbat operations ,' and ho.;; been a
major factor in pre-cupting or postponing sustained ottacks upon Saigon .or
other targets in ITI Corps.

Thus, even éhough fhe enemy- hag ‘moved large amounts of military supplies
to South Vi_ei:nam p:éinézipaliy via southern Laocs, be nevertheless is influenced
vy promrlsr riaced .stocks. ‘The flo#r frow the supply pipeline ls substantial

in torms of his requirements and stocks must be large in the area as & wiole,

But. substantial stocks are not available in places where they are needed.

The greatest lupadct on the eneny from supply losses therefore results from

oc;'t capturs of pm-pdsitioneq atocks designed o su‘pport é planned action or
oi‘fensi;re. “I'hese are the types of supply caches Wi -ha.ve capfured, particularly
in IIX Céxfpu. The capiure of these mmnlies has surely delayed 1if not chnnécd

eneny plens. We, nevertheless » do not bhelieve that he would improve his pogi-

“tion in this rogard by suddenly arranging to recelve large anounts of stocks

thzfough Sihanoukville.

Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP82S00205R000100140034-2 "

25X1



Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP82S00205R000100140034-2

25X1
Table L
Current Viet Cong
—_ . ) . Exhe_mél Requirements
] nort Tons Per Day) - as a Percent of
Corps Area Total X Exteraal Total Re;n;reim;{;
1 105.07 37.81 o : 36 .
-1 | . . T0.0% 23.00 ) 7 ‘ 33
o 67.13 23,57 ‘ B ' 35
w C 19.61 b8 , 8
Total 291.85 © 88 ‘30
25X1
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25X1
ggw External Regui .
. I X i¥ IIiT v Total IIT v Total Iosses as a Percent
Food 3 Kbt FPOL Armo L - Ao xiernal
Equipm:n%_ c Reguire:
I 25.00 . .20} negl 8.59  37.8 5.10 1.03 negl 3.78 10,91 29
I 18.00 2.81 negd 219 23.00 230 2 negl 61 103 : i
111 7.0 2.69 negl 3.88 23.57 - 5.62 .66 negl 146 8.7k 37
v . 1.92 negl 2.19 - 4,18 Lokh .18 negl .2 2.16 - 52
Total - 60.00% 12,73 16.85 - 88.56 LR 2.29 : 6.09 22.8% 26 -
% Cazbodia provides about 35 short tonms per day, Horth Vietnan 25 ‘short tons per day. . ’
¥% Based on moterial losses sustained by VC/IE“IA forces in the third quarter 1968. Yoss data is prelininacy,
25X1
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